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DETAILED ACTION 

The action is non-final . The notice of allowance mailed 10/14/05 is withdrawn. All 
prior rejections are obviated. New art is presented below. Claims 12, 14-16, and 
18-20 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act 
of 1999 (AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical 
Amendments Act of 2002 do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting 
directly or indirectly from an international application filed before November 29, 2000. 
Therefore, the prior art date of the reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior 
to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AlPA 35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

Claims 12, 14-16, and 18-20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Yamauchi (5,730,124). 
Parentheticals refer to Yamauchi. 
12. (Currently Amended) A surgical device, comprising: 
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a shaft (60) defining a distal region and a proximal end; a handle (12b) 
associated with the proximal end of the shaft; and an electrode (74), carried by the 
distal region of the shaft, defining a distal region and a pair of exterior openings outside 
the shaft in the distal region of the electrode connected by a through hole extending 
through the electrode, the through hole (70) being closed but for the exterior openings in 
the distal region of the electrode. See figures 1, 3, and 4. 

14. (Previously Presented) A surgical device as claimed in claim 12, wherein 

the distal region of the shaft defines a distal end and the electrode comprises a tip 
electrode (74, figure 3, "tip" electrode placed at the distal end of shaft 60). 

15. (Previously Presented) A surgical device as claimed in claim 14, further 
comprising: a plurality of spaced electrodes (72, 74) carried by (72a, 74a) the 
distal region of the shaft proximal to the tip electrode. 

16. (Currently Amended) An electrode (74) for use with a surgical device, 
comprising; a main body portion (60) defining a distal region and a longitudinal axis; and 
a pair of exterior openings (inherent to 70) formed in the distal region of main body 
portion without any structural member therein and connected by a through hole (70) 
extending through the main body portion, the through hole (70) being closed but for the 
exterior openings in the distal region and at least a portion of the through hole being 



Application/Control Number: 10/658,616 Page 4 

Art Unit: 3739 

oriented at a non-parallel angle (90 degrees) to the longitudinal axis of the main body 
portion (60). See figure 3. 

18. (Currently Amended) An electrode (74) for use with a surgical device, comprising: 
a main body portion (60) defining a distal region and a longitudinal axis; and 

a pair of exterior openings (inherent to a through hole) formed in the distal region of 
main body portion (60) without any structural member therein and connected by a 
through hole (70) extending through the main body portion (60), the through hole (70) 
being substantially perpendicular to the longitudinal axis and closed but for the exterior 
openings in the distal region (depicted in figure 3). 

19. (Currently Amended) An electrode (74) for use with a surgical device, comprising: 
a main body portion (60) defining a distal region: and a pair of exterior openings 
(inherent to a through hole) formed in the distal region of main body portion without any 
structural member therein and connected by a through hole (70) extending through the 
main body portion (60), the through hole (70) being closed but for the exterior openings 
in the distal region and substantially linear (depicted figure 3 - the hole 70 is linear) 
from one exterior opening to the other. 

16. (Currently Amended) An electrode (74) for use with a surgical device, comprising; 
a main body portion (60) defining a distal region and a longitudinal axis; and 
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a pair of exterior openings formed in the distal region of main body portion (60) without 
any structural member therein and connected by a through hole (70) extending 
through the main body portion, the through hole (70) being closed but for the exterior 
openings in the distal region and at least a portion of the through hole being oriented at 
a non-parallel angle (90 degrees) to the longitudinal axis of the main body portion. 

18. (Currently Amended) An electrode (74) for use with a surgical device, comprising: 
a main body portion defining a distal region and a longitudinal axis; and 

a pair of exterior openings formed in the distal region of main body portion 
without any structural member therein and connected by a through hole extending 
through the main body portion, the through hole being substantially perpendicular (90 
degrees) to the longitudinal axis and closed but for the exterior openings in the 
distal region. 

19. (Currently Amended) An electrode (74) for use with a surgical device, comprising: 
a main body portion (60) defining a distal region: and a pair of exterior openings 
(inherent to a through hole) formed in the distal region of main body portion without any 
structural member therein and connected by a through hole (70) extending through the 
main body portion, the through hole (70) being closed but for the exterior openings in 
the distal region and substantially linear (depicted figure 3 - the hole 70 is linear) from 
one exterior opening to the other. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Peter J. Vrettakos whose telephone number is 571-272- 
4775. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9-6. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on 571-272-4764. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Pete Vrettakos 
December 19, 2005 




